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any of them. La Bourboule in the Auvergne was
recommended by some French friends; it was quiet and
the air was bracing. But the quiet deepened into dullness,
and the promise of bracing air was illusory.

In spite of these depressing experiences, the party
managed to beguile the time in expeditions and in such
novelties as the Battle of Flowers at Vichy. On one of the
expeditions in Switzerland he had what must have been
an unusual experience for an Indian traveller. His car
stuck in the snow and could move neither forward nor
backward. With great difficulty it was at last induced to
go back, but the road was too narrow to admit of turning,
and as it followed the contour of the mountains with
a precipice on one side, the party had an anxious time in
the face of the blinding snow-storm which had come on.
The Italian chaffeur, however, rose to the occasion and
richly deserved the subsequent tea at Gstaad, which must
have been more than usually grateful.

Baroda was ever in his mind, but the authorities in India
contrived to send as little work as possible. The Maha-
raja, with his usual eye to possible hints for his State, took
advantage of his enforced stay in Switzerland to make
some inquiries about the Swiss Constitution. His notes
were fragmentary and, of necessity, incomplete, but the
similarity at some points between the relations of the
Cantons to the Federal Government, and those between
the Indian States and the Government of India, can
hardly have been lost upon him. He discovered that the
Cantons were "sovereign except in matters on which they
have delegated the power to the Confederation'.

These powers included, as in India, the declaration of
war and making of peace, posts and telegraphs, coinage
and issue of notes, manufacture of ammunition, customs,
and railways. There are of course important differences.
The Cantonal arrangement was made with the consent